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I; Ir 
IE lowing is preſented to the pub- 
lic, in compliance with the wiſhes of 
many very worthy citizens of Connecticut. 
| The? conſider every man, as entitled to the 
general benefits of ſociety. In particular, 
to the enjoyment of his religion, and the 
right to direct the education of his children. 
The laws have provided for the protection 
of both, but at this moment both are viola- 
ted, to the great diſgrace of this State. Our 
liberties are falling rapidly. Enemies are , 
buſy in undermining the foundations of gene- , 
ral confidence, public Peace, and univerſal 
good will. 
To eſtabliſh public proſperity upon the 
baſis of religion, law, and knowledge, the | 


. 
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(3) 
5 repreſearacives of che people, have taken 
public money to build up Yale- College. In 
compliance with the importunity of a few, 
Wand the eloquence of Pre ſident Dwight, a 
arge ſum has been beſtowed within a F ſhort 
period. Notwithſtanding this, abuſes exiſt 
Where, that were never more formidable, than 
3 under the preſent adminiſtration. We have 
Placed eight of our ſuperior civil magiſtrates 
n the government of that infticution, but 
” cy have not been able to effect a reform. 
EThus the money, honor, felicity, and wiſhes 
8 of the State and people at large are ſported 
Pit 
rr has often been juſtly repeated, that 
EY ale-College is the property of the State; 
5 Th it has been founded, endowed, and 
FE ſupported by the people at large. It is now 
4 bſorbed into the hands of party: No man 
Fan hold an office of honor or profit in it, 
Put ſuch as can ſubſcribe to the Saybrook 
1 Platkorm; and, that no time or opportuni- 
5 may be loft, to make it an engine, by 
IVbich bigots may ulurp over the rights of 
Fconſcience and laws of toleration, it is made 
ſcparate religious ſociety. Reſtrictions 


1 Fo Ire placed upon the ſtudents, which amount 


to prohibiting them, from attending ſuch 
other congregations in New-Haven, as pa- 
Feuts, guardians, and pupils deſire. 
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= "his laſt offence againſt law, 7 pi- 
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ety, love of truth and order, is perſiſted in, 
merely to give an opportunity to the Pre- 


in that town, h 


640 


1 lin 


ſident, to ſpread the Edwardean tenets, of 


which his grandfather and Calvin were Wv 


#4 Ci 
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teachers, that his family pride may be | 
indulged, and his defire to appear a cham- | 
pion, and leader in Oy arid politics— 
nay be gratified. Kt 
When Yale- College was firſt ſounded, and wc 
obtained public money to build it up, at- Mur 
rempts were made to gain a repeal of the 
above law, but without Hucceſs—-Not long i 
after, an Epiſcopal Church was founded in 
New-Haven, the ſons of the then Epiſcopal 
Clergyman, (Mr. Punderſon) were fined 
during the whole time of their reſidence in Ma! 
the College, for attending divine ſervice n 
with their father. Wat 


The preſent Tay Epiſcopal Clergyman o. 


educated three ſons at I. 
Yale, and they have been obliged to paſs the the 
door of the church every Sunday, and g hi 
to the meeting in College. 4 

Doct. Stiles, partially aſhamed of this, at- Hh. 
tempted to lead theſe young men, to call {Wi 


upon him for liberty to attend the church, att 


and with mildneſs of addreſs appeared to re- e 
move the impediment.— But, ſuch was not Tel 
the Doctor's intention, for they muſt aſk li- W2: 
berty every Sunday. He did not mean to] h 


Sive that general licenſe, which takes place f 


3 
w every other College in America. Being 


'| Wonce told Ly the Tucors, that they could. 
f Inot lawfully reſtrain the young men, he an- 


wered, that he cared not for that, that the 
raff was in his hands, and he would hold 
F bt, that they ſhould come and alk leave of 
him. 
The ſons of many fend la bern 
ent from the Weſt-India and Bermuda Iſl- 
5 ends to Yale for education, with letters 
4 to merchants of the firſt reſpectability in 
ENew-Haven, requeſting that ſuch young 
men might artend the church. This could 
al Wot be permitted but once a quarter. 
d The ſon of an Epiſcopal Clergyman, was 
a 155 Tach, placed in that College. Upon his 
de Menterance, Doct. Stiles was addreſſed by the 
Enther, in the moſt reſpefiful terms, and in- 
* Wormed that this young man was directed by 
at Wim, to attend all the religious exerciſes of 
e he College, in ſubordination to thoſe of 
z0 | the church ;—-that, on Sundays, and the 
Faſts and Feſtivals, this parent expected 
t- What his ſon would attend divine ſervice with 
ll | he Epiſcopal miniſter : Dr. Stiles paid no 
h, Mittention to this. After Dr. Dwight had 
e-Peen ſix months in the chair, this parent 
ot Hddreſſed Governor Wolcott and the Cor- 
li- Poration or Truſtees at Yale, and requeſted 
to that they would cauſe the law to be dong 
ce. way, and chat the young man might atreng 
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the church, as the ſtatute of the College 
was contrary to the conſtitution of the Unit- 
ed States, to modern maxims of liberty, 
and the practice of other Colleges. Upon 
this, the Preſident ſent his compliments to 
the parent, by the young man, and inform: fl; 
ed him, that the young man might attend, 
the church when he pleaſed. The Preſident 
was aſked by a written meſſage, for a copy Ig 
of the reſolve of the Governor and Truſtees In 
upon the letter. His anſwer was, that they It 
came to no reſolve, only declared that there 
was no ſuch law as was complained of. The har 
Statutes of the College were conſulted—Theſk;; 
| Profeſſor of Natural Philoſophy—The pre- Nat 
ſent Epiſcopal miniſter and his brother Se. be 
veral merchants and lawyers in New- Haven 
and reſident graduates were called upon, andibu 
all declared that there was ſuch a law. 
Upon the opening of the following ſeſſion 
of the Legiſlature, Governors Wolcott andy; 
Trumbull, and Generals Swift and Grovel-ſe 
nor were viſited by the father, and the abovehn 
facts accurately ſtated. Governor Wolcotthe;; 
unſolicited promiſed that he would ſpeak ta; 
the Preſident, and that no ſuch impedimenF}. 
ſhould take place in future. As miſinfor tes, 
mation was now circulated by ſome follower;z; 
of the College, and the Legiſlature was i 
ſeſſion, obſervations on the College, anqpreſ 
its conſtitution and laws, were printed, ulſhe: 
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attend the church. 
deen directed by his father upon entering 
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der the ſignature of this parent, in the newſ- 
paper, which were followed by an anony- 
mous ſcurrility from one of the Tutors. The 
father was alſo threatened by a relation, who 
received his information frem an intimate 
friend of Preſident Dwight, Profe ſſor Meigs, 
the Tutors, Mr. Treaſurer Hillhouſe, and 
Mr. Sub- Treaſurer Goodrich, that he (the 
father) would injure his ſon in the College, 
his family, and himſelf, by his zeal and ac- 
tivity on this ſubject. a; 

The Preſident, followers of the College, 
and Miniſters meetings, alſo circulated that 
the young man had ſhewn no diſpoſition to 
The young man had 


the College not to meddle with this buſineſs, 
put if unlawful reſtrictions were eſtabliſh 
d, to ſubmit as patiently as poſſible.— 
\s the Preſidents were thus obſtinate, it 
vas not proper for a modeſt, ingenuous, 
enſible, excellently behaved young man, 
in ornament to the College and univerſally 
beloved, to excite tumults, to diſobey his 
parent, give offence to the government of 
he inſtitution, and expoſe himſelf to ſeveri- 
tes, which party rage would gladly have in- 
Fed. | | 
Governors Wolcott and Trumbull, and 


aF reſident Dwight, have been addreſſed upon 
uufeſe points; the threatning of the parent 


and to deprive him of the means to ſupport 
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and the impeachment of the young man, 


have been ſtated to thoſe three gentlemen, 


and to hundreds of our beft citizens in the 
States. Fg _ 

The immediate directors of the College 
did not relax. The young man determined 
to leave the College—A book-ftore, the 


army, and other occupations, alternately 


were the projected objects of his purſuit, 
The Preſident finding the determination of 
the young man was to quit, now uſed the 
arts of flattery and perſuaſion to lead him to 
{tay ; but it was too late; Governor Trum- 
bull was requeſted by the father, to ule his 


( 
influence with the Preſidert to give the 


young man, a merited certificate of diſmil- 
ſion. This was done in honourable terms 1 
for cruelty and bigotry, were aſhamed. — f 
The young man has now gone into a foreign” 
nation, to ſeek bread, and better treatment, la 
The College adminiſtration did not relax” 
in their efforts to injure the father and on, - 
himſelf, his family and fon. fe 
The wiſhes of the young man, and the de 
wiſhes, influence, and authority of both hi“ 
parents, were thus defeated in Vale-Collegeſ .d 
It was their wiſh and the deſire of numeroiſ Pe 
friends, that the young man ſhould hay 
compleated his education 1n the States. 
This was alſo told at the time to Genet 


ret 
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politics. 


„ 
Newbury, and by letter to Gov. Trumbull. 

Theſe facts are literally true; more cruel 
incidents are ſtated by private letters to Doct. 
Dwight—lIr is not the deſign of this publi- 
cation to excite pity or indignation.—lr is 
to inform the prudent people of the State 
of Connecticut of what hey ought to know. 

This young man is deſcended from a long 
liſt of anceſtors, who have been public be- 
nefactors in their generations. He afked- 
no favors, but upon his own account. 

Such is the effect of uſurpation in reli- 
gion, and the College. Preſident Dwight 
is making great ſtrides, after univerſal con- 
troul 1n Connecticut, New-England, and the 
United States, over religious opinions and 
He is inſpiring his pupils with 
1 prejudices againſt ſome of our beſt 
ellow citizens, in warm and unbecoming 
language. He is ſeeking to eſtabliſh the 
Edwardean ſyſtem of doctrines and aiſcip- 
line, from pride for his grandfather's (Pre- 
dent Edwards) talents and fame, while but 
few indeed of that deceaſed gentieman's 
dependants believe in his tenets. With a 
large ſalary paid from public bounty, he is 
maintained in his place, and excires and 
perpetuates party deſigns. 

His Uncle, Doct. Edwards of Colebrook, 
retired from public ſcenes to his ſtudy, is 
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writing, printing and growing rich, by po- 


lemic divinity. 

Thus to gratify two men, Who are 
prompted by the pride of deſcent from 
him, whom Doct. Dwight has exalted into 
the Apoſtolic chair, in the triumph of infi- 
delity, are the public money, public peace, 
parental authority, the rights of conſcience 
and the honor of Religion, the Nation and 


State degraded. The influence of the cler- 
875 their P eachings, prayers, monthly and 


quarterly meetings, interference with elec- 
tions, recommendations of Candidates for 
civil offices, denunciations of thoſe who have 
reſiſted their diſcipline, and uſurpations, are 


employed m this tyranny. 


The diplomas, honors and „ 


of the College, are alſo devoted to this 
Purpoſe. —To filence the calls for reforma- 


tion, and the eſtabliſhing of univerſal tole- 
ration in the College and State. Attempts 
were made in this way laſt year, to buy off 
Governor Trumbull, General Swift and two 
Biſhops Men whoſe duty it is, to protect, 
and do honor to religion and law, who have 
been conſpicuous in different public ſtations, 
were thus inſulted with aſſaults of bribery, 
as Balak attempted to ſeduce Balaam to 


_ curſe Jacob and defy Iſrael, by the promi- 


fes, of wealth and preferment. 
The oppreſſive laws, which art, war, vi- 
olence and ſtratagem have obtained, are 
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bre from the influence of the Ed- 
vardean and Calviniſtic party. The ſtrides 
y diſcipline, miſſions, the College, and 
predicted millenium, to gain univerſal do- 
minion over the conſcience, call for vigil- 
ance among rulers & people, among all good 
chriſtians and genuine patriots. - 

Legiſlatures and Courts have been degra- 
ded— I he public has been defrauded, and 
impoveriſhed by party. Men have been 
ragged to priſon, and their property e 14 
at public auction, to maintain ſyſtems of faith 
and diſcipline, which they neither believe 
nor follow. 

In no period fince the planting of Con- 
necticut, did bigotry uſurp more over oth- 
ers, than at this time, in every county, 
town, pariſh and neighborhood ; and chict- 
ly, from the doings of the College and opin 
ions circulated from thence. The Preſident 
is attempting to direct all the public affairs, 
civil, eccleſiaſtical, literary, military, and 
political. 

Dr. Stiles was a bigot, active, obſtinate, 
and perſevering; but Dr. Dwight's little 
finger, will be greater than Dr. Stiles's 
bins. Dr. Stiles chaſtiſed with the whips & 
ſermons, and letters upon deln Dr. 
Dwight will ſcourge with the ſcorpions of 
Calviekdn and Edwardeanifm. the ſcorpi- 
ons of polemic divinity, party politics, po- 
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ment of Dr. Weſt and his party, but to the 
honor of Mr. Sedgwick, and the peace 


but inconſiderable progreſs hitherto. It how 
ever rears its head, and is growing into im 


That zeal for truth, which would introduc 


112 ) : 
etry, fatirical writings, the Triumph of 
Infidelity, and the prejudices circulated b 
young men and young divines taught by him 

The Edwardeans have always fought t 
gain ſway through the Colleges. They be 
gan in New-Jerſey immediately after thi 
Pre ſident's death of that name. Door 
Witherſpoon and Smith hunted the fyſte 
cut, after it had ſpread from thence int 
every part of the country. 

Dartmouth College took it up, and Pre 
ſident Edwards on the Will, was ſtudied: 


a claſſic, until the young men themſelve 


| 

| 
made war upon it, and burned the book.. 
It is however, ſaid to be reſtored, to Plea n 
Mr. Niles of Vermont. D 
At Williamſtown, Dr. Weſt introduced t 
Mr. Hopkins's Body of Divinity as a claffic 
but Mr. Sedgwick's reſolution obtained 
vote to exclude it, much to the diſappoint 


and proſperity of the College and neighbor 


ing towns. Irc 


At Yale-College, Edwardeaniſm has made 


Ir 
nc 
Wl 
or 


portance under the direction of Dr. Dwight 


a favourite ſyſtem from pride of anceſtry 


would not abandon the living of four hundreq;or 


- 
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h o pounds per 2nnum, for the fake of propaga- 
d bill ting it. 
him A love of fame, 2 deſire to controul the 
cht i conſciences of others, and to gain money, 
y beſ by publiſhing favourite productions, appcar 
r th] to have had too great a ſhare in propagating 
>@or Calviniſm, and all its ſubdiviſions, and the 
yſtenſ varied forms beſtowed upon it, by fanciful 
int men. 

The ſtudents, their parents and guardians, 

Prei have often ſought to obtain a releaſe from the 
ied af controul of bigotry, and polemic divinity; 
ſelveſ but the clergy have rouſed and united in 
kk. every form, to oppoſe alterations. Severity, 
plealgneglect, and expuiſion, have often been the 

portion of young men, exceeded by none in 
ucedtie colleges for talents, literature, and morals. | 
affe The ſtudents at this time, in every New- 
ned England College, ſee in ſome degree, the 
oint Neſigns of a party to make them the dupes 
o th&fambition and bigotry, but the influence of 
beach clergy over Colleges, & ſchools, & many 
bor vil magiſtrates, damps that ardor & love of- 
nder & their country, which their own good 
enſe already ſees to be in danger. 

Thoſe who have held offices of honor and 
rofit in this nation, during the revolution, 
1ghtFad in the army, are intimidared. They 
xducFill confeſs facts, acknowledge that oppreſ- 
eſtryßßons exiſt, and yet dare not * a manly 
dre q vrrection of ſuch evils, 
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controul the votes of eight of our firſt civi 
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Thus, are we diſhonored and diſturbed 
in every direction. At this time, Connec- 
ticut is more completely under the admini- 
{tration of a Pope than Italy: Is more an 
eccleſiaſtical dominion. In no part, of coun- I, 
tries at this time under the adminiſtration of 
the clergy of the church of Rome, is the 
kingdom of Chriſt perverted ſo much to 5g. 
kingdom of this worid, as in Connecticut. ſh, 

Preſident Dwight, elected by eccleſiaſtics 
who maintain their own ſucceſſion, and pay 
obedience to no authority on earth, who 


magiſtrates, 1n an inſtitution where the ge 
neral opinion and ſentiment are formed upo 
all ſubjects, is a more formidable characteſ 
than the Pope of Rome. n 
Conſtitutionally zealous, obſtinate, buſy or 


ready at inventing, unalterable ;—a divine T 
a poet, eloquent, talkative, and undaunteq n 


he wants all the meekneſs, patience, vigiſh. 
lance, nnd fuperintendance of the peoplq,, 


to keep within due bounds. Had he beck. 
as well acquainted with tactics, as ſome q. 


the clergy, we ſhould ſoon have him read}; 


to propagate the faith of his grandfather bob 
the power of the ſword. 1 1 


b 
Deficient in this, he ales the more form dee 


dable, effectual, and offenſive weapons, Alti 


ſermons and prayers, preached and praye Th 
at his hearers, or in conyerlation obliquelg;. . 
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{ ſatirically directed at his correſpondents, 
ed pans and neighbours, who dare think 
c- ſpeak their own ſentiments. 

m- Party men have generally ſought, by art, 
an obtain the powerful engine of the educa- 
un- on of youth, into their hands. The Jeſuits 
1 of 1ade themſelves obnoxious to the nations | | 
thee Europe in this way. The Calviniſts in 
0 WWeneva, Scotland, New- England, and the 
Ut. Wnited States, are ſtriving to monopolize 
ue buſineſs to themſelves. While they 
paare openly inſpired the people with a de 
whore after knowledge, as the foundation of 
government, they have aſſiduouſly endea- 

ge ured to become the teachers, that they 
Pay controul government, through the in- 

xctet rumentality of their pupils, who may ob- 

= public places 1 in any kind, and of every 
uſy gree. 5 
vine The kingdom of Chriſt is not a kingdom 

tec this world. The conſtitution of theſe 
VISEates, ſecures univerſal protection in reli- 

opk on; but peace and happinefs will never If 
beeſpuriſn in either church or ſtate, as long as 
ae Ir colleges are under the controul of the 
readſ iy iniſtie party, —a party of modern date, 
er b bſtinate, ambitious, ſelfiſh, and undaunt- 
prompted by love of fame, to counte- 
1 * diviſions and tyranny in religion and 
tics. | 

raye The erroneous opinions of this party, 
due ir zeal againſt the church of Rome, and 
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have brought us into our preſent confuſjons 


have buoyed themſelves up with new hopes 


of France, the caution of Britain, and t 0 


ved. Folly and fanaticiſm are foiled; b 
ve are in diſtreſs. Deiſm has ſpread, uns 
Calviniſm cannot check it. It is its pt Th 
_ and preſerver. 
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fanatical hope, to have the ſway in the States, 


with the nations of Europe. Implacable, 
like their prophet Calvin, to the church of“ 
Rome, they have ever taught, that ſhe is" 
anti-chriit, the beaſt of the revelations, and 
Babylon, that is to be deſtroyed. Fixing“ 
this, as a principal article in their creed, 
they have built their ſuperſtructure upon it 
and whenever the church of Rome has bee 
aſſ ulted, diſtreſſed, and convulſed, the 


taught their flocks to expect the millenium | 

and | wonderful events in favor of C:lviniſm]_ 
As often have they been foiled. Such wa 
the ſyſtem taught thirty years before the lat] 


revolution in America. Such were the ſen 


timents lately ' ſcattered from the pulpit 


Upon this falſe opinion, they built the 


prophecies and predictions. They aide ** 
civic feaſts and rejoicings, until the hope - 


y 
revenge of both, were turned upon us. T 


itve is, diſtreſs in the midſt of our count 
and councils. The millenium has not ar be 


OP 


The writings of voice. Prieſtley, Lan 


n. Linn, Auſtin, Edwards, Hopkins? "3 


les 
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Dwight, have taught this obnoxious opinion. 

ble The zeal, prayers, and other efforts of the 
Aclergy, have been devoted to accompliſh a 
revolution in France, as a prelude to a re- 
yolution in church and ſtate in America, 
which would reduce this nation to Calviniſ- 
ic Popery, when the preſent Preſident of 
ale would extend his foſtering wings over 
us, and Edwardeaniſm ſpread far and wide. 
Then all muſt bow to the idols of gold, 


3 md polemic divinity. Happy for us, the 
he. ge of miracles has ceafed, and the clergy 


this time have not one to prefent before 

to blind our eyes. Happy at inventing 
uch legends when war rages, we. are yet in 
Face, and no ſuch impoſitions can be at- 
empred, as may make us ſuperſtitiouſly be- 
eye that the Lord loves war, or will turn 


= overturn until Edwardeans rule and 
ten to pleaſe Dr. Dwight. 
15 This learned gentleman uſed, during the 


it war, to confeſs in his public prayers, 
at we had ſold our brethren for money, 
| the poor for a pair of ſhoes. Has he 
rſook thoſe opinions which will ever end 
oppreſſion of the poor, and diſtreſs to na- 
ons. 
The objections againſt the preſent govern- 
ent, and eſtabliſhment cf the college, and 
Fl ſeperate religious ſociety, and the law 
wicting ſtudents on Sundays, to the exer- 
les of the chapel, are, * 
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at contention about The government of th 


(17) 


1ſt, That Religion, and the Sabbath, at 
perverted by the Preſident and Tutors, if 
party purpoſes, in religion and politics. 

2d. That the creeds and devotions 
the college, are not adopted for truth an 
propriety, by any denomination of profeſic 
chriſtians, even the Congregationaliſts chem 


30m 
if 
80. 
ade 
rate. 
974 
t. 


felves. eſe 
3d. That thereby feuds ariſe, and are per 10 
Irec 


petuated during life, among the ſtuden 
themſelves, and the ſtudents and in{rructors 

4th. That the right of parents to teac 
their children, the ſtatutes and ordinance" o 
of heaven, during their minority, are thuſ cu 
trampled upon, and from hence they fate t 
into irreligion, deiſm, and oppoſition ite 
chriſtianity; and parental authority is ſpur ad 1 
ed at, on the part of the clergy and CollegyÞ b 

5/5. That great expence and diforden 117 
ariſe, from the various champions and paſſit o 
ties among the Congregationaliſts, who a d at 
t co 
College. eir C 

6th. That the Legiſlature has, and conf} 12/4 


din 
len 


ſtantly does, violate the conſtitution Meran 
taking money out of the public ata fate 


party "purpoſes. 
7th. That the honour of the clergy ane 


College, and the confidence of the publ 
in them are degraded, when religion an 
2 are pretexts to obtain Publ 147 
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oney, and to indulge the ambition: and 
klfſhneſs of party men. | 
| 8/5. That the dignity of the State and its 
ader, is leſſened throughout the United 
tates by theſe means. 
%. That the public wiſhes are defeated, 
F the Joſs of ſtudents in conſequence of 
ſcſe laws and uſages. 
fl 107Þ. That it is evident, that the preſent 
jrectors and the clergy, wiſh to place im- 
diments in this wav, againſt the univerſal, 
ſemination of knowledge, and would de- 
r other denominations hom the privilege: 
cultivating the talents of their children, 
fat they may tall a prey to uſurpation and 
ritual tyranny, without the ability to de- 
nd themſelves, their families, and coun- 
y, by their wildom and Jearning. 
15h. That the abetors of theſe Jaws on the 
t of the laity, are not learned themſclves, 
d are not patrons of univerſal toleration, 
t countenance theſe. oppreſſions to ſecure 
eir Own clections. | 
-onf 12/5. That in this way, fanaticiſm, in- 
bcrance, and deiſm are perp Fee in the 
, {ate of Connecticut. 
113%. That the College is the property of 
State, that the clergy have no claims in 
b „equity, honor, prudence, or policy to 
 anſrroul it, but the reverſe, 
ubl 1%. That as the College has been and 


„ or 


of the Preſident, Tutors, and directors 


ed, while men of inferior merit are notice 


eited, are but a ſmall part of the charg 


| projects of their mi :iſters. Large ſums Mf d 


( 19 ) 
is now adminiſtered, the Preſident becomegſſcon! 
the director of religion, learning and poliriescom 
and has and exerciſes a controul over rulen nab 
and elections; which is abſurd, uſurping, ty Furie 
rannical, and degrading to our civil magiſ ＋T 


trates and the conſtitution. ſion 
15th, That the confidence of the citizeubeir 


in each other, and unity of heart among nual 


only 
aff ud 
he 1 

Bi 


chriſtians, are defeated, by the proceediny 


that inſtitution. 
167th. That it is made an engine to pro 
mote bigotry, and {piritual tyranny. den, 
174. That honours, and other excitehncu 
ments to obtain knowledge, to cultivate peals 
lents, perform the duties "of patriotiſm, au The 


to deſerve well of our country are negled on 
caſio 


conte 
hanc, 
reat 


to foſter a party. 

No chriſtian State of equal numbers hi 
ſubmitted to heavier burdens in ſupport! 
its clergy than Connecticut. Conn 

A good foil, economical habits, and 1 clerg 
duſtry, have ſurmounted many evils, whiq; mode 
would have reſulted from the mode, bas le 
which the people have been impoveriſht of re] 
by means of the cleroy. 1 


The wars and commotions they have efceſsf 
wary 


that have fallen upon the people, from! een 


(20) 


conftantly paid as ſettlements, which be- 
come the property of the miniſters, and 
-nable them to extend their purchaſes to the 
nriching of themſelves and their families. 

MM The clergy. pay no taxes, and by collu- 
fon have alſo exempted the real eſtates of 
heir ſons from taxation. They have an- 
Wal ſalaries and perquiſites, which give not 
only a competency, but independence and 
affluence. All of which is collected from 
he ſweat of the people and their labors. 

But this alſo is a ſmall part of the bur- 
en, laid by the clergy. The expence 
incurred in the Legiflature, to which ap- 
peals are made as to an eccleſiaſtical court. 
The trials in the law courts, the uſurpa- 
tions, - councils, miniſters meetings, and oc- 
caſional callings off from labor, to elect, 
contend with, and gratify the clergy, en- 
hance the enormous ſum. Indeed the 
reareſt part of the expence incurred in 
Connecticut is from the projects of the 
clergy. The expence of the civil liſt is 
moderate. In addition to all this no State 
Ibas leſs permanent property for the ſupport 
Wot religion. 

The art of the clergy has ever been ſuc- 
Neeſsfully played upon the credulous and un- 
gary. Clamour againſt eſtabliſnments, has 
been improved, to prevent the accumulation 
durable funds, and the depoſit of perma- 
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lands, the clergy have had the ſucceſs to 


_ 

4 
obtain them as their property in fee. While No 
they have ſought, in every mode to gain e 
property, influence, and conſequence for . 


a) 


nent property. Sacrilege has been confidered 
as no crime, and in moſt places where pariſh 
property has been reſerved in houſes and 


themſelves, they have with equal zeal, ſtrove t 
5 foil the wiſhes of other denominations, to 

enjoy their religion. e 

Tae favorite plans of late years are two, 1 


diſcipline and miſtions. 5 


A diſcipline, by which, for real or ſup- Wc 
poſed offences, the people may be called be 
tore the miniſters, and their adherents, and Nj] 


be tried, judged, and cenſured, as whim ], 


and caprice may dictate. The weak, cre- 
dulous, and unforgiving, have improved this 
as a mean to reak 1 revenge, Where good ſenſe 
and the civil law would not interfere. The 
ciergy have expected to gain greater powes, 
over tender conſciences, and by numbers 
have often led to the violation of every ſub- 
ſtantial right. Men have been condemned ſhe 


unheard for ſuppoſed offences. Lapſe of In 


time, removal to other towns, and denomina- ue 
tions, have not ſcreened them from diſcipline, [hi 
& excommunieation; that mortification, and ru 


injuries may over take them, and their fami- En 
lies, for daring to doubt the power, PA I: 


deace, and wilo of the miniſters. 1. 
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(22) 
ed | Miſſions have been projected, and mo- 
iſn ey collected to ſupport them, which have 
ind cen fruitleſs, offenſive, and dangerous. 
to their object is to extend the Calviniſtic | 
ule Poctrines and diſcipline, to controul Colle- 
ain Pes and ſchools, and to confederate the 
for Talviniſtic clergy, as a body formidable to 
ve ther chriſtian ſocieties, 
to Theſe abuſes of liberty, toleration, go- 
Fernment, peace, and religion, are thus 
VO, Nummarily ſtated, that the people may be- 

old them in a compendious form. They 

P- pould have appeared in a large work, but 
be N was intended to give an opportunity to 
and Bll, to become poſſeſſed of theſe facts, in 
wn s cheap and clear a form as poſſible. 
e- upon a candid review of all that is now 
this Fritten, more ſhould be thought needful in 
nic Proof, it ſhall be preſented. "Enough ap- 
Ne ſhears now, to lead every honeſt man, good 
Wer, Fiſttun⸗ and good citizen, to call upon 
ders ſhe clergy, and rulers, and to learn whether 
ub- Bheſe things are jo. I upon examination 
ned hey ſhould appear as truths, the Legiſlature 
: of Thile it retains the ſemblance of power, 
na- ught to be petitioned for a redreſs of 
ine, Frievances, for a law enacted wiſely and 
and Brudently, by which Yaie-College may no 
mi- Pnger be the engine of party, to ſpread. 
Tu- Frror and diviſions. That Popery may not 
Hendl over rulers and people, but that the 
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rid, may Come, - and: ſpread truth, Þeac | 
ght, hberty, 
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